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Background to policy formulation 

This assessment policy was originally drafted in June 2019 and is awaiting ratification by the BOM at its 

next scheduled meeting in Oct. 2019. It is the first assessment policy drafted for the school.  

Rationale  

This school defines assessment as (the) …gathering, interpreting and using information about the 

processes and outcomes of learning”….It takes different forms and can be used in a variety of 

ways...” Assessment in the Primary School Curriculum – Guidelines for Schools. NCCA 2007 p.7 

Teachers in our school gather evidence about what and how a child learns on an ongoing basis. 

A range of assessment methods are used to build a picture over time of a child’s learning progress 

across the curriculum. This information is used to celebrate a child’s current learning, and to help 

make decisions about next steps for future learning. Early identification of learning difficulties 

and intervention improves outcomes for children. 

Assessment information is used to celebrate a child’s current learning, and to help make 

decisions about next steps for future learning.  

This policy identifies how the school breathes life into this understanding of assessment. 

 

Policy Aims 

Assessment in our school is about  

 Promoting an agreed whole school approach to assessment for learning and assessment of learning 

 Using a range of assessment tools  

 Generating baseline data to monitor pupil learning progression  

 Identifying and supporting identified learning needs of pupils/groups of pupils 

 Recording and sharing information with parents and other stakeholders about learner progression  

 Facilitating pupil agency in their learning  through the promotion of self-assessment  

 Supporting teachers to monitoring the effectiveness of their teaching approaches and to adjust them 

accordingly for improved learning outcomes 

 Providing data to inform teacher planning  

 

Principles guiding assessment in our school 

When engaged in formal and informal assessment teachers in our school… 

 take account of the developmental variability displayed by individual children, while being aware of 

the accepted milestones in children’s development 

 take account of the contextual basis of a young child’s learning, and the degree to which school 

experience differs from home and pre-school experience 

 allow time in each classroom day for observation of children and for listening to children in addition 

to the normal use of observation in the learning process, in order to construct as full a picture as 

possible of each child’s progress and development 

 make judgements over a period of time, and avoid snapshot judgements 

 use assessments which are appropriate to the child’s age and stage of development, at all stages in 

his/her career in primary school 
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 fulfil the minimum requirement of administering standardised tests in literacy and numeracy, at the 

second class, fourth and sixth classes  

 ensure vigilance in identifying learning difficulties in particular children, noting whether these relate 

to individual learning styles, and use assessment information in providing appropriate intervention 

and support 

 maintain close and consistent contact with parents, in order to share information about children and 

to explore the interpretation of children’s attitudes, actions and learning styles. 

Assessment approaches 

Two interrelated and complementary assessment approaches are used by all teachers to support pupil 

learning progression.  

1. Assessment for learning (Formative) 

2. Assessment of learning (Summative) 

The range of assessment tools in the continuum of assessment - shown in the next image - are employed 

by the teachers when using any of the two approaches. 

 

Teachers use these eight assessment methods to gather evidence about children’s progress in learning 

across the curriculum and to inform the next steps. Teachers match assessment methods and tools to 

curriculum objectives in order to maximise learning. 

1. Assessment for Learning (AfL)  

AfL is promoted in our school as it enables teachers and pupils to focus on three key questions -  

1. Where are pupils now in their learning? 

2. Where are pupils going in their learning? 

3. How will pupils get to the next point in their learning? 
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Depending on the pupil stage of readiness, teachers are encouraged to use one or more of the following 

strategies to promote AfL with their class. 

 Provide the Learning Outcomes and Success Criteria at the start of a lesson/series of lessons. This 

may take the form of a WALT and WILF – We are learning to; What I’m looking for. The learning  

 

outcome and the success criteria are visually displayed. For junior classes they may be in a pictorial 

format.  See example from 6th class below: 

WALT: Create a written character portrait 

WILF: Include some or all of the following 

Appearance 

Hobbies and interests 

Occupation  

How others respond to the character.... 

 

 Provide effective feedback. Verbal and written feedback may be in the form of two stars and a 

wish. We recognise that marks/grades do little to improve learning. The quality rather than the 

frequency of the written comment is important. The feedback is clear and focused and is linked 

to the WALT and WILF.  

 Use effective questioning during the lesson. Asking key questions: 

o to measure pupil progress in learning orally 

o to generate class discussion 

o use open questions* 

o higher order questions*  

(*Assessment in the Primary School Curriculum – Guidelines for Schools. NCCA 2007 p.86-

88 – Bloom’s Taxomony of questioning) 

 Promote self-assessment where pupils see themselves as owners of their own learning.  

Strategies employed by teachers vary and include: sharing the WALT & WILF; traffic lights and 

rubrics; computer apps including SEESAW. 

Pupil metacognition – what am I learning; how am I doing, how can I improve, what’s the next 

step - is promoted by self-assessment.  

 Pupil portfolios: Depending on the child’s age, teachers facilitate pupils to assemble portfolios of 

checklists, assignments, work samples and projects. Some classes use e-portfolios while others 

use concertina type folders with a section for every pupil.  

 The contents of the portfolio is at the discretion of the class teacher, or in some cases the pupils. 

 Peer Assessment – pupils are instructional resources for each other.  
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2. Assessment of Learning (AoL) 

AoL is also used as another assessment approach used by teachers in our school. AoL is summative and, 

as such, is mostly done at the end of a lesson, project, task, unit of work etc. It is designed to provide 

evidence of learning progression and achievement to parents, other teachers, the pupils themselves and 

sometimes to external bodies (e.g. DES Inspectorate; post-primary schools).  

Examples of AoL in our school include weekly table tests and spelling tests where pupils are given a score 

or a mark. 

Assessment information is also shared with parents in the form of comments and qualifiers… 

 at the annual parent-teacher meeting held early in Term 2  

 in the annual pupil report cards shared close to the end of the school year. 

 

Dimensions of the pupils’ learning and development assessed 

Progression and achievement across all curricular areas is assessed. Teachers keep a record of every 

pupils’ children’s progress and attainment in their Assessment Folders. The folders include class test 

scores, checklists, samples of work etc. The school’s plan for each curriculum subject addresses the issue 

of assessment. In addition to the curricular subjects, teachers take account of the assessment of the…  

 cognitive dimension including the development of the child’s literacy and numeracy skills, and his/her 

mastery of higher-order thinking and problem-solving skills. 

 creative dimension including the child’s capacity for creative expression and response - ability to 

develop insights, and interpretations in responding to his/her environment. 

 affective dimension including the child’s sense capacity for expressing ideas and emotions in artistic 

form. It will also take account of the moral and spiritual development of the child. 

 physical dimension will take account of the child’s development of fine and gross motor skills and the 

gradual development of his/her bodily control and co-ordination.  

 social dimension will take account of the child’s interpersonal and intrapersonal development, 

including the behaviour, attitudes and social values he/she develops throughout his/her engagement 

with the Primary School Curriculum. 

Screening and diagnostic tests 

Information about the screening and diagnostic tests in use is available as an appendix to this policy. 

Please go to the school’s Special Education Policy for details about the comprehensive set of assessment 

tools and procedures employed by the school to support the early identification and intervention for 

pupils with special educational needs.  

Standardised testing  

Standardised tests in English reading and maths are administered to all pupils from 1st to 6th class inclusive. 

From 2019/2020 the tests will be administered in early May. SETs administers the standardised tests in 

co-ordination with the class teacher. Pupils who are not taking a test with their classmates complete the 

test in an SEN room under the supervision of an SET. The raw score, standard score, percentile rank, and 

STen scores are recorded. 

The SET and class teacher are involved in the analysis of results for an individual class. The SET team and 

principal are involved in the analysis of results across a number of classes and at whole school level. Scores 

are graphed to support the analysis.  
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As part of the on-going review and development of the school’s DEIS Plan, the analysed data is shared 

with the whole school staff and informs teaching and learning by showing pupils’ areas of weakness, areas 

of strength in relation to national norms. 

The standardised test scores are also used to identify what pupils require further diagnostic testing. 

Furthermore, they have bearing on the allocation of SET hours as part of the continuum of support. Those 

who score below the 10th percentile in either English or Maths are prioritised for SET support. 

Results of the standardised tests from 1st to 6th classes inclusive are communicated to parents in the end-

of- year report card. The STen score (Standard Ten) is used to communicate the results. An explanatory 

NCCA produced note is enclosed with the end of year report. Efforts are made to provide this sheet in the 

parent’s first language. 

Pupils are exempted if they meeting the criteria set out by the DES. From 2018/2019 a record of any 

exempted pupils together with the criteria under which they were granted an exemption is recorded and 

retained by the principal.  

Standardised tests in use from 2018/2019: SIGMA-T & Drumcondra Reading Test  

 

Assessment and the early identification of pupils with special educational needs 

Please go to the school’s Special Education Policy for details about the comprehensive set of assessment 

tools and procedures employed by the school to support the early identification and intervention for 

pupils with special educational needs. These procedures support the school’s implementation of the 

Continuum of Support model.  

The SEN Co-ordinator in liaison with the principal, will identify if a psychological assessment or other 

assessment e.g. Psychologist, Speech & Language Therapist is required. The SEN Co-ordinator is 

responsible for requesting and arranging an assessment from external agencies. 

Recording assessment information 

 The results of assessments are recorded in different forms, including marks, grades, checklists, 

profiles, and narrative comment. 

 The results of standardised tests are included as a STEN score and percentile rank for each child.  

 The teacher involves the children in the assessment of portfolios, work samples, and projects, in a 

manner appropriate to the age of the child 

 For all children receiving support on the continuum at the school support or school support plus levels 

the principal is provided with an At-a-glance card by the relevant SET. These cards displays an 

overview of the key assessment information for each child.  

 Standardised test scores for all classes – 1st to 6th – are available to all staff members in tabular and 

graph formats as part of the school’s IMS.  

Actions to be taken to improve the recording and sharing of assessment data  

 Class teachers to keep a Pupil Profile Record of each child’s progress and attainment which is updated 

at least twice a year usually at the end of the first term or early in the second term and at the end of 

the school year. This record is used as the basis for reporting to parents and others. 

 Promote improved correspondence in the ways in which the results of assessment are recorded from 

class to class in each curriculum area across the school in order to ensure consistency 
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 A summary record of each child’s progress in the form of his/her end-of-year report card is be held by 

the principal as part of the school records. This report card is based on assessment information 

compiled by class teachers and SETs. 

Reporting assessment information 

The sharing assessment information with children themselves, parents, other teachers, other schools, and 

other professionals concerned with the children’s education is done.  

The school uses a variety of methods to support this reporting.  

(a) to parents 

 at the annual parent-teacher meeting held early in Term 2 to discuss the child’s progress and 

development and set of future learning goals 

 in the annual pupil report cards shared close to the end of the school year. The school uses a 

customised versions of the NCCA report card – junior class version and a senior class version - for 

recording assessment information and reporting such information to parents. A 6th class version 

is also used as part of the Education Passport.  

(b) next teacher to whom the child/ren will transfer 

 by ensuring that a formal record of each class teacher’s assessment of individual children is 

available to the next teacher to whom the children. This usually takes the format of the Pupil  

 Profile which includes the end-of-year report card. A formal meeting time is also provided as part 

of the Croke Park hours for the teachers to share pupil information.  

(c) next school to where the child/ren will transfer  

 by sharing the Education Passport with the post-primary school or the most recent end-of-year 

report card with a primary school. 

Managing assessment data 

Assessment data is managed to ensure compliance with GDPR legislation.  The school BoM is currently in 

the process of developing a new Data Protection policy. This policy will set out the detail concerning the 

management of all data gathered and stored by the school including pupil assessment data. 

As a data controller, the school recognises its key responsibilities, which are summarised in terms 

of these eight fundamental rules from the Data Commissioner.  

1. obtain and process information fairly 

2. keep it only for one or more specified, explicit and lawful purposes 

3. use and disclose it only in ways compatible with these purposes 

4. keep it safe and secure 

5. keep it accurate, complete and up-to-date 

6. ensure that it is adequate, relevant and not excessive 

7. retain it for no longer than is necessary for the purpose or purposes 

8. give a copy of his/her personal data to that individual on request. 
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Policy review criteria 

 Assessment to support early identification and intervention is effective 

 Improved learning outcomes are achieved for pupils  

 Use of a wide range of informal and formal assessment methods  

 Consistent implementation of agreed assessment procedures  

 Clarity about professional roles in relation to assessment 

Roles and Responsibility 

The Assistant Principal 2 with responsibility for assessment as part of this leadership role is responsible 

for leading on the implementation and review of the policy.  

Implementation  

This policy was implemented from September 2019. Amendments were made following further staff input 

based on emerging experience.  

Ratification 

The policy was reviewed and ratified by the Board of Management on 28th January 2020.  

Signed: ________________________ Chairperson                 Date: _______________ 
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Assessment tools 

Informal assessments: Checklist, miscue analysis, My thoughts about school, Teacher observation, 

Teacher designed tasks and tests  

SCREENING  DIAGNOSTIC 

See details for every assessment test on following pages. 

Class Assessment  Time of 

year  

Assessment  

Junior 

Infants  

Belfield Infant 

Assessment Profile  

Reading Recovery 

identification test 

Term 2 

 

Jolly Phonics Testing  

Phonological Assessment Battery (PhAB) 

 

Senior 

Infants  

Drumcondra Test for Early 

Literacy - S 

Drumcondra Test for Early 

Numeracy  - S 

MALT 

 

Term 2  

 

 

York Assessment of Reading for 

Comprehension (YARC) 

Drumcondra Test for Early Literacy - D 

Drumcondra Test for Early Numeracy - D 

First Class Sigma-T 

Drumcondra Reading Test  

Term 3  York Assessment of Reading for 

Comprehension (YARC) 

Single Word Spelling Test (SWST) – to be 

introduced 

Second 

Class  

 

My thoughts about school 

profile  

NVRT* 

Sigma-T 

Drumcondra Reading Test 

Maths Recovery Test 

Ballard Westwood Tables 

Timed Test – from Jan. 

2020 

Start of 

term 1  

End term 1  

Term 3 

York Assessment of Reading for 

Comprehension (YARC) 

Single Word Spelling Test (SWST) -– to be 

introduced 

 

 *NVRT: All 2nd class pupils and all pupils entering School Support. From Term 2 2020 – Mar. 

Third Class Sigma-T 

Drumcondra Reading Test 

Ballard Westwood Tables 

Timed Test – from Jan. 

2020 

Term 3 York Assessment of Reading for 

Comprehension (YARC) – 6th Class  

Single Word Spelling Test (SWST) – to be 

introduced 

 

Fourth 

Class 

Fifth Class 

Sixth Class 

All classes  EAL Primary School Assessment Test 
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Screening tests 

Early screening test 

Belfield Infant Assessment Profile: Junior Infants; Term 2 

This test is used in Junior Infants. It is a screening instrument designed to assist teachers in identifying the 

particular strengths and needs of children in the Junior Infant classes of primary schools in Ireland. It lays 

the foundation for a continuing process of structured observation, diagnostic remediation and recording 

of a child’s learning development as he/she progresses through primary school. It is also intended as a 

first stage in the continuing dialogue between teachers and parents on the education of the child. 

The BIAP is administered to all junior infant pupils in the second half of their first year in primary school 

when the class teacher is familiar with their pupils and their circumstances and has had an opportunity, 

in consultation with parents, to complete the Biographical and Developmental sections of the Pupil Profile 

Book.  

The BIAP may also be administered to senior infant classes, or more selectively to older pupils, depending 

on the profile requirements of the school or the incidence of pupils with undiagnosed learning difficulties 

in more senior classes. 

Literacy  

Drumcondra Test of Early Literacy- Screening (DTEL-S): End Senior Infants or the beginning of First Class.   

The DTEL-S is designed to identify pupils who may be at risk of literacy difficulties so that, if needed, 

further diagnostic assessment and targeted instruction can be implemented. Diagnostic assessment is 

supported by The Drumcondra Test of Early Literacy - Diagnostic (DTEL-D) – see ‘Diagnostic’ section below. 

The Screening test is group-administered, and designed for use with pupils at the end of Senior Infants or 

the beginning of First Class.   

Drumcondra Reading Test: 1st – 6th Classes; start of May  

Standardised Reading Attainment Test for 1st – 6th Class. From 2019/20120, this assessment is conducted 

at the beginning of May. 

Numeracy  

Drumcondra Test of Early Numeracy  - Screening (DTEN-S); Follow-up to DTEL-S 

The DTEN-S is designed to identify pupils who may be at risk of numeracy difficulties so that, if needed, 

further diagnostic assessment and targeted instruction can be implemented. It is divided into is divided 

into three parts: pre-number, numeration, and addition and subtraction. The test can be administered to 

small groups of children (10 or fewer) and takes approximately 40 minutes to administer. The Drumcondra 

Test of Early Numeracy - Diagnostic (DTEN-D) is used as a follow-on diagnostic test for those children who 

have attained low scores on the DTEN-S. See ‘Diagnostic’ section below for information about the DTEN-

D. 

Maths Assessment for Learning and Teaching (MALT): Senior Infants; Term 2  

 MaLT can be used at any time during the school year – for screening, monitoring and tracking progress 

of pupils ages 5–14., as well as for individual diagnostic profiling. 

Sigma-T: Standardised Maths Attainment Test for 1st – 6th Class; start of May 

From 2019/20120, this standardised assessment test is conducted at the beginning of May. 
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Diagnostic Tests 

Literacy 

Jolly Phonics Testing – Junior and Senior Infants ; May 

Child-friendly assessment that teachers can use with their pupils in a one-to-one situation. A pack of 

carefully developed materials have been created to provide an easy and quick method of assessing 

children’s decoding and comprehension knowledge. Suitable for use with children aged 4-6 years old, this 

can be used as a phonics screening check resource or by individual teacher’s to ensure that no child gets 

left behind. 

PM Benchmarking – Junior & Senior Infants ; First & Second Classes 

The PM Benchmark Reading Assessment Resource has been designed to assess students’ instructional and 

independent reading levels using unseen, meaningful texts. Used to establish entry level to PM Readers if 

there is uncertainty around reading ability. 

York Assessment of Reading for Comprehension (YARC) – All classes  

This one-to-one, diagnostic reading assessment supports the assessment of pupils’ reading and 

comprehension skills from an early age. 

Drumcondra Test of Early Literacy - Diagnostic (DTEL-D): End Senior Infants & start First Class  

The diagnostic test is individually administered to a subset of pupils who do not reach a threshold score 

on the screening element of the DTEL-S. The purpose of the DTEL-D is to identify specific aspects of litercay 

with which children may be experiencing difficulties.  

Single Word Spelling Test (SWST) – 1st – 6th classes 

Enables a detailed analysis of pupil spelling errors 

New Non-Reading Intelligence Tests (NRIT); 2nd , 4th & 6th Classes; March/April 

The NRIT are oral verbal group tests of general ability Age Suitability: 6:2 to 13:10. Non-verbal reasoning 

involves no reading and so provides insight into the abilities of pupils who think more easily in images 

than words. It also measures the potential of pupils with limited reading skills including those with 

dyslexia, poorly motivated pupils, and EAL pupils. From 2019/2020 the school will administer it to pupils 

in Second Class, Fourth Class and Sixth Class. 

The NNRIT comprise three tests for use with separate age groups: NNRIT 1 is for pupils aged 6:2 to 8:10; 

NNRIT 2 is for ages 7:2 to 9:10; and NNRIT 3 is for ages 8:2 to 11:10 in primary schools and 10:2 to 13:10 

for average- and lower-ability students in secondary schools. These are group tests which are presented 

orally by the teacher, enabling general ability to be assessed independently of reading. The NNRIT tests 

assess aspects of language and thinking that are not necessarily represented in measures of pupil 

attainments, and help to pinpoint low-achieving and slow-reading pupils who may nevertheless have high 

underlying ability. The NNRIT tests do not employ reading, pictorial or numerical items, and the oral 

administration allows poor readers to do themselves full justice. Each test comprises four language-based 

subtests – which one?, odd-one-out, analogies and opposites – each prefaced with two practice questions, 

and expresses a pupil’s ability as a standardised score. 
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Numeracy  

Drumcondra Test of Early Numeracy - Diagnostic (DTEN-D); Follow-up to DTEN-S 

The purpose of the DTEN-D is to identify specific aspects of numeracy with which children may be 

experiencing difficulties. It is individually administered, takes approximately 45 minutes, and is divided 

into 15 tasks distributed over the three areas of pre-number, numeration, and addition and subtraction. 

MathsTracker - 1st, 2nd & 3rd classes 

Maths Tracker is a computer-based Maths Diagnostic program specially designed for pupils who are 

experiencing difficulties with the 1st, 2nd and 3rd class Mathematics curriculum. These class levels 

correspond to Levels 1, 2 and 3 respectively. Each level consists of three tests, with each test containing 

fifty multiple choice type questions. On completion of each test, a report is generated highlighting the 

strengths and weaknesses of a particular pupil across the various strand units of the Mathematics 

curriculum. The results of these individual tests can then be combined to produce a more complete Pupil 

Profile. 

English as an Additional Language 

Primary School Assessment Kit 

The primary school assessment kit assesses pupils across the skills of listening, speaking, reading and 

writing. The kit supports the tracking, assessment and analysis of the achievement of students for whom 

English is an additional language 

Other assessments in use depending on the profile of the child 

QUEST II, Screening, Diagnostic and Remediation Kit 

Suitable for children age7–8,1st/2ndClass 

Neale Analysis of Reading Ability 

A test of oral reading, based on a series of short narratives, providing summative measures and detailed 

diagnostic information. The NARA measures the accuracy, comprehension and rate of reading in pupils 

from the age of 6 to 12 years. It provides a comprehensive gauge of a pupil’s interest in reading. 

The individually administered assessment consists of parallel forms for testing and extension passages for 

use with more able or older pupils. Two alternate standardised tests enable the monitoring of a pupil’s 

performance without them becoming too familiar with the passages, in addition to one diagnostic test. 

Young Group Reading Tests 

Assesses a pupil’s use of picture, context, sight and phonic cues in silent reading; Provides standardised 

scores for ages 6:4 to 8:11 (and for less able pupils ages 8:0 to 11:11) and reading ages for 5 to10 years 

Aston Index 

A classroom test for screening and diagnosis of language difficulties. The Aston Index consists of 17 sub-

tests, the use of which, as its name implies, will indicate the nature of an individual child’s learning 

potential for literacy. The sub-test scores yield a 'profile' from which a teacher can perceive the levels of 

'readiness' for learning; and which sub-skills and abilities will need special help in teaching. 

The Aston Index can be used to indicate the particular learning pattern of the child and identify specific 

types of learning patterns. Age suitability: 5 to 14 years 
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