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Sports Round-up of this year 
Congratulations to our various school sports teams on their participation and successes over the 
past months. In Gaelic the girls’ team and boys’ team had great wins over Swinford and 
Charlestown. We came unstuck against a stronger Claremorris outfit. Thanks also to Tim Clarke for 
coaching out tennis team who recently came second in the regional inter-schools’ tennis league. 
The lunch time basketball leagues continue for the senior classes.  
 
A big thanks to FreshToday, our provider of free school lunches, who sponsored the bus hire to all 
our sports events this year. 
 
The recent 30Km Fun Run for all classes proved a great success. The pupils accumulated the 30km 
distance over nine days as part of our focus on health and wellbeing in our school. A School Sports 
Day will be held on 18th June.  
Swimming lessons were open to all 3rd to 6th class pupils.  
 
Looking to Next Year 
Coaching for school teams will include Gaelic, soccer, gymnastics and tennis. With the support  FAI 
coaching, the school will form two soccer teams to participate in inter-schools’ tournaments.  
In addition to P.E. classes, there will be an increased focus on physical activity during the school day 
e.g. fun runs, lunch time leagues.  
All tarmacadam play surfaces including basketball courts etc. were recently re-lined in preparation 
for the new school year.  

 

Congratulations to First Class who recently hosted a Grandparents’ Day. 
Thank you to all of their grandparents for coming along and for participating 
in the fun day. Congratulations also to Fourth Class on recently taking their 
parents on a memorable musical tour of 32 counties. Well done to all 
involved.  

Communications: This year we began using Twitter @SAttracta and Facebook 
to share updates and celebrate great work being done in our school. The new 
website to go live in September will further improve communications between 
the school and parents. Watch out school policies and for photos and videos of 
a wide range of school events and initiatives from the school year just gone by. 
We’ll use the new website to share a running record of class and school 
happenings as they occur during the year.  

School Cleaner: Debbie Payne finished as school cleaner on Friday last having given 12 years to the 
role.  Debbie will continue in her SNA role. A cleaning contract company has taken over the cleaning 
of the school. 



School Improvement: The school inspector visited our school on 7th June. This advisory visit was 
requested by the school. The inspector offered advice on our three year school improvement plan. 
The plan includes improvement targets for literacy, numeracy and the use of digital technologies in 
learning.  
Literacy and Numeracy: In term 2 and 3 of this year, every class teacher agreed to improve how 
children make oral reports and how they approach maths problems using identified strategies. 
Progression is being observed across the two areas. From September, we will continue to develop 
these areas in classrooms. Further improvement priorities in Literacy and for Numeracy will be 
worked on next year. 
Digital Learning: Every school is required to draft a Digital Learning Plan. The plan sets out steps the 
school will take to embed the greater use digital learning in every classroom. This year the school 
spent over €8000 on new i-pads, apps and training in support of this plan. This investment has 
supported the teachers to focus on making greater use of digital technologies to support pupil 
learning in literacy and numeracy. Pupils are also taking first steps in coding as they develop 
computational thinking using Buebots and LegoWeDo. Next year the school will purchase new 
laptops in support of our Digital Learning Plan.  
Parents will continue to receive updates on the implementation of the school improvement plan. 

 

School Lunches: Free school lunches will be provided again next year. Continue 
to use your child’s log-in details to select lunches. Before returning to school 
on Friday 30th August, make sure that you have gone online to select your 
child’s lunch. Your child should also bring their water beaker back to school.  
Contact Ken Horgan, FreshToday @ 087 444 4714 if you have any queries.  
Our Healthy Eating Policy is revised. From September, treats will only be 
allowed on the final Friday of every month. Treats include chocolate bars, 
sweets and crisps. The revised policy will be available on our new website in 
September.  

School Buildings: The board of management is continuing to work with Halligan Architects, 
Charlestown as it prepares to submit a detailed application to the Department of Education and 
Skills for building works.  

School Finances: The Board of Management will provide a summary of the school’s financial 
statement to all parents in the new school year. This was to be done now but the board make the 
decision to provide the statement in line with the tax year rather than the school year. 

New Staff Appointments: Three new teachers and one new SNA will begin working in our school 
from the start of the new school year. As you are aware, Ms. Caitriona Groarke has already been 
appointed as a permanent teacher. By the end of this month two more teachers will be appointed 
on a temporary basis – one as a class teacher and the other as a job share teacher for 1st Class to 
work with Ms. Higgins. A new SNA will also be appointed. Parents will be informed of the new 
appointments at the start of the school new year. 

 

Ms Marie Fleming, Special Educational Needs Teacher, will leave our school at 
the end of this term. Ms. Fleming joined our staff in January in a temporary 
capacity. We wish Marie all the very best in her appointment as permanent 
teacher to Killavil National School and thank her for her hard work over the 
past months.  
Mr. Fearghal Hughes, Class teacher, will also leave our school at the end of 
June. Mr. Hughes joined the staff the end of March in a temporary capacity. 
We thank Fearghal for all of his work especially in the area of digital 
technologies. 
Ms. Sinéad McGuire, Classroom Support Assistant (SCP) with Junior and Senior 
Infants, will also finish up in her role this June. Having studied over the past 
years, Sinéad has recently qualified as a primary school teacher. A huge 
congratulations to Sinéad on her achievement and our sincerest thanks to her 
for her commitment, enthusiasm and flexibility while working in the school.  

 


